Date  August 23, 2001

An Open Letter to Parents,

Dear Parents,

Our child, (name of child), is a member of this year's Kindergarten class. He was diagnosed with a form of cancer called Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia and is currently in remission and doing very well-we expect him to continue to be

well.

We are writing this letter for three reasons.

1. The first is to make you aware of his disease and help you to understand.

2. The second is to reassure you that it is not contagious in any way to

your child.

3. And the third is, as a parent, we ask for your help.

Our child's cancer is being controlled by chemotherapy. The medicines he takes kills the cancer cells in the blood stream, but it also kills some of the normal cells. When normal cells die, there can be a problem of lower immunity, which makes it more difficult for his body to fight off

infections, especially viral infections like chicken pox, measles, flu, conjunctivitis, and strep throat, etc.

We just need to know if he is exposed to any of the "normal" kid stuff we all grew up with. It could present a problem to him, but as long as we know about it, we can take steps to prevent it or lessen the effects. Please contact us(even on the weekends-because our window of opportunity to get treatment for exposure to childhood diseases is very small) or the school nurse/teacher(during the week) to let us know if your child is/has any medical concerns that we should be aware of. We just need to know.

Please, at any time, feel at ease to ask us any questions or address any concerns you may have. Thank you so much for your help. We sincerely appreciate it.

Sincerely,

_______________________

Name of parents

Cc: School Nurse

Cc: Teacher
